
Reading Rubric 

This reading rubric focuses on four key areas: Accuracy, Fluency, Comprehension, and Vocabulary. 

 

 

Skill Area Basic Beginner Intermediate Advanced 

Accuracy (decoding 
words) 

Can read very common 
words and some familiar 
signs; often guesses or asks 
for help with new words 

Can read simple 
sentences; still needs 
help with longer words 
or unfamiliar text 

Can read most everyday 
texts with few errors; may 
slow down on harder 
words 

Reads a range of texts 
accurately, including 
unfamiliar or technical 
words 

Fluency (reading 
smoothly) 

Reads word by word with 
long pauses; speech may 
sound choppy 

Reads in short phrases; 
sometimes pauses or 
repeats words 

Reads in longer phrases; 
mostly smooth, 
occasional hesitation 

Reads smoothly and 
naturally with expression 
and correct phrasing 

Comprehension 
(understanding 
text) 

Understands very simple 
messages or main ideas 
with support 

Understands main ideas 
and some details in 
short, simple texts 

Understands main ideas 
and supporting details in 
longer or more complex 
texts 

Understands, analyzes, and 
can discuss main ideas, 
details, inferences, and 
author’s purpose 

Vocabulary 
Knows everyday, concrete 
words (e.g., food, family) 

Knows common words 
and can learn new 
words with support 

Uses a growing 
vocabulary that includes 
abstract words 

Has a broad vocabulary 
including idioms, technical 
terms, and figurative 
language 

 



Tip for use: 

• Read a short passage or text together. 

• Use this rubric to talk openly about where the learner feels most comfortable and where they’d like to grow. 

• Celebrate progress in each area—even small steps matter! 

 


