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Step-by-step Guide to Learner Assessments for Tutor 
Coordinators 

 

 

Laubach Way to Reading (LWR) Diagnostic Inventory 

What you’ll need: 

• Learner Assessments: General Instructions & Guidelines 
• Administering the (adapted*) LWR Diagnostic Assessment 

 

Screening Lists: 

• LWR Screening Lists 1-4 – Learner copy (consider keeping a clean copy in a sheet protector) 
• LWR Screening Lists Record sheets (keep several copies on file) 
• How to Use a Student’s LWR Screening List score 

 

Reading Profiles (all adapted from the original LWR Diagnostic Assessment): 

• LWR Reading Profiles 1-4 Administrator Master copy 
• LWR Reading Profiles 1-4 Learner copy* (keep several copies of each individual profile on file) 
• Answers and Scoring Sheet  (keep several copies on file) 

• Summary Record Sheet 

* You can hand a copy to the learner for each assessment for them to complete themselves. You will 
check these and mark their answers after the learner has left the assessment.   

(* This version was adapted from the old LWR Diagnostic Inventory Assessment for use in the ESL 
Assessment but can also be used for literacy learners.) 

Canadian Adult Reading Assessment (CARA) 

What you’ll need: 

Learner: 

• Student Booklet (blue book) with the Graded Word Lists and Reading Passages 

Administrator: 

• How to Guide to Administering the CARA Graded Word List and Reading Passages  
• Graded Word List Record Sheet (keep several copies on file) 
• CARA Instructor’s Manual (green book)* 
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* Keep at least two copies of each of the Reading Passages (and Comprehension Questions) on 
file. 

ESL Learner Assessment 

What you’ll need: 

• A copy of the ESL Assessment Content List  
• ESL Learner Assessment Results 

 

Part 1: Alphabet Recognition 

• Learner Sheet (consider keeping a good copy in a sheet protector) 
• Administrators score sheet (keep several copies file) 

 

Part 2a: Word Recognition 

• Administering Part 2a 

LWR: 

• LWR Screening Lists: Learner (consider keeping a good copy in a sheet protector) 
• LWR Screening Lists score sheet (keep several copies file) 

CARA: 

• CARA Graded Word List (or use the CARA Student Booklet blue book) 
• CARA Graded Word List score sheet (keep several copies file) 

 

Part 2b: Reading Comprehension 

LWR: 

• Administering Part 2b 
• LWR Reading Profiles 1 -4: Administrator Master Copy 
• LWR Reading Profile Answers & score sheets (keep several copies file) 
• LWR Reading Profiles 1 -4: Learner copies* (keep several copies file) 

 

CARA: 

• Administering Part 2b  
• CARA Instructor’s Manual (green book) Reading Passages and Score Sheets** (as above). 
• CARA Student Booklet (blue book) Reading Passages for the learner. 
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* You will be handing a copy to the learner for each assessment for them to complete themselves. 
You will check these and mark their answers after the learner has left the assessment.   

** Keep at least two copies of each of the CARA reading passages plus the comprehension 
questions on file. 

 

Part 3a: Environmental Print 

• Learner sheets (consider keeping them in a sheet protector) 
• Administrators score sheets (keep several copies file) 

 

Part 3b: Text Functions 

• Administrators score sheets (keep several copies file) 
• Learner sheets (learners will write on these, so keep a few copies) 

 

Part 4: Phonemic Awareness 

• Administering Part 4 and score sheets (keep several copies file) 
• Learner sheets (consider keeping them in a sheet protector) 

 

Part 5: Auditory Comprehension, Part 6a: Creating Language Using Basic Vocabulary and  

Part 6b: Creating Language Using Complex Vocabulary 

• Administering Parts 5, 6a and 6b 
• Parts 5, 6a & 6b Learner sheets (consider keeping them in a sheet protector) 
• Part 5 score sheets (keep several copies file) 
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Additional Documents available on request: 

• Life Competencies Questionnaire (an ESL equivalent of the Task List for Setting Goals) 
• Dolch 220 Words: “The Best Thing in the World” Story 

• Oral and Writing Rubrics 
• Learner Self-Assessment 
• Learner Assessments: General Instructions 

 

 


