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It's almost here. Spring is almost upon us, although |
Read er agree it doesn't feel like it some days! This edition will

look at a series of stories that have been kindly
donated to Decoda Literacy (a literacy organization in BC) by Joan Acosta, a pioneer,
writer, editor and publisher of Canada’s longest running newspaper for literacy level
learners: The Westcoast Reader.

The Best of the Wesfcoast Reader

Over the years, The Westcoast Reader has garnered interest from a wide range of
readers, including:

e English language and literacy learners

¢ Elementary and secondary school students

* New Canadians

e Multicultural senior groups

e Prisoninmates in literacy programs

* People living with disabilities

* Patients with stroke and brain injuries

Reading Levels

Most works contain reading levels from 1-3, ranging from Beginner
to Intermediate.

Content

The works contain reading exercises and at least 8 stories. Stories are generally about
Canadian everyday life, health and culture.

In addition, some works do not contain a reading level, but are unique as they contain
cooking recipes, word games and puzzles. These works improve language acquisition,
understanding of text and make learning more fun for the reader.

The Best of the Reader is valuable and useful as a learning tool to improve your learner’s
reading comprehension, English skills and vocabulary development. It is especially useful

for those new to Canada or adult learners.

A comprehensive Teacher’s Guide is also available! Plus Recipes.

“It is my hope that learners, teachers, and tutors can enjoy this resource
that recognizes the long history of this innovative publication.”
- Joan Acosta
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Tips for planting
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As well as a sample corresponding exercise:

Find the words

Find these words in the puzele,
Some words go across and some go down.
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Joan’s message to the reader:

e You can use the e-books in the classroom with your tutor, or to work
on your own.

e Each story has an exercise to go with it. These exercises can help
you improve your English and reading skills.

e You can check your answers.

Joan’s message to the teacher:

There is a Teacher's Guide on the website. The guide has ideas and suggestions on how to
use the e-books with learners.

All of Joan Acosta'’s updated Best of The Reader works can be found on Decoda Literacy's
new webpage: Best of The Reader - The Westcoast Reader.

Link: https//thewestcoastreader.com/best-of-the-reader/

About Joan Acosta

Joanis a clear language and design writer and editor with a
commitment to making materials easy to read and accessible to
readers at all levels.

She has extensive experience writing in clear language for diverse
audiences. In addition to producing The WestCoast Reader each
month, she has also prepared materials for government
departments and community groups.

Coming Soon 3

e Anew addition to the Tutor Training Final Workshop:Incorporating
Strategies into Lesson Planning (which could serve as a refresher for -
existing tutors!)

e Some Great Conversation Starters to spark some interesting
conversation and which could also provide a bridge into a Language
Experience session.

* The benefits of using Al in Adult Literacy tutoring.
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