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         Open Educational Resources List 

 

Reading Instruction 

Level 1 & 2  
Pathway To Literacy For English language learners 

 BC Open Collection  Fundamental English  
Literacy Minnesota  CrowdEd Learning ESL Story Banks 

 NWT Literacy Council  5 Photo Stories 
 Literacy Centre of Expertise Reading Skills Stories 
 Bow Valley College Temporarily unavailable (23.01.26) 

 

Level 2  
 BC Open Collection  Fundamental English  

A Closer Read Reading Strategies Collection using Hobbies 
 NWT Literacy Council  8 Photo Stories 

ReadWorks Extensive collection of levelled fiction & non fiction 
Southwest ABE  345 levelled reading passages. (aka the Marshall Reading Program) 

 Laubach Literacy Ontario Famous Canadians: Viola Desmond 
 

Level 3  
Read Faster Understand More A comprehensive set of materials focused on developing reading 

skills and strategies to prepare for college entry. 
San Diego County Office of 
Education 

4 English Language Development Units. 

 Alpha Plus A collection of Reading Infographics Lessons and Quizzes 

 B.C Open Collection   College ready Reading & Writing 

OWL Excelsior  College Level Online Reading Lab 
 

General Knowledge 

Canadian and Indigenous Culture and History 

  Historica Canada Heritage Minutes 
Education Guides 

 The Canadian Encyclodedia 52 online quizzes 

 Alpha Plus A set of lessons using Google Forms that explore 
historical injustices. They also demonstrate how the 
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materials from Historica Canada can be used with adult 
learners. 

 CBC Curio Educational content in English & French 

 Centennial College   Open Educational Resources Textbook 

 Four Directions Teachings Cultural practices, ceremonies and knowledge of 
Blackfoot, Cree, Ojibwe, Mohawk & Mi’kmaq First Nations 

 Turtle Island and the Toronto Zoo Teacher Resources 

 

US and International Media and History 

PBS  Daily Video News Lessons 

New York Times Learning Center A wealth of quality, engaging activities built 
around articles, photos and graphs from the 
newspaper. 

Breaking News English Free ready-to-use lesson plans on the latest breaking 
news. 

Easy News  (UK Site)  UK site – news magazine designed to be accessible for 
people with learning disabilities.  

OER Project  World History 

Simple English Wikipedia English words and grammar for children and adults who 
are learning English 

 

Science and Cultures 

Science News Explores   Daily news and features online that are written by experienced 
science journalists 

Computer Science    Open-source resources that teach computer science concepts 
and processes 

 Green Learning Energy, Climate Change & Green Economy 
 Shouting Whales Marine Biology 
 Callysto Open source data science resources 

TedEd A collection of short educational videos on a range of topics 
 

Literature & Poetry   

ESL Bits Classics for English Language Learners 

LoudLit   Novels, Poetry, History & Short Stories 
Now Comment Books from Audible that can be read and listed to 
Poetry Templates Templates available for poems such as limerick, 

historical, alliteration, sensory & haiku. 
Global Oneness Project Free multimedia platform 

 



3 
 

Literacy Development Supports 

 

Phonics & Spelling 

LINCS Designed to teach adult learners to decode and spell words 
accurately and fluently 

ATLAS - ABE Teaches phonics using rhyming word families. 
Slide sets for teaching compound words. 

American English Color Vowel Chart 
Spelling Works PDF self-study spelling workbook of spelling strategies for adults 
Open Source Phonics    120 Sequential Lessons 

 
 

Vocabulary 

Text Project: 
Word Pictures, Exceptional Expressions, Super 
Synonym Sets & Core Vocabulary  

Free strategies, teaching tools, texts 
and teacher guides. 
 

ABSPD (Adult Basic Skills Professional Development) 38 Tier 2 Vocabulary Lessons 
 

 
Grammar and Punctuation 

Open School BC Grammar on the Go   
Writing on the Run   

Khan Academy Grammar Provides shareable and free videos along with 
interactive practice activities 

GCF Global  This series of grammar tutorials from GCF Global can 
be used to provide brief explanations and review. 

Perfect English Grammar   Free English materials 
 

 

Organizing Thoughts & Discussion 

Harvard Graduate School of Education 
 

Project Zero - Thinking Routines Toolbox. A 
collection of strategies and sequences that "help 
make thinking visible”. 

Control Alt Achieve A collection of Graphic Organizers for organizing 
thoughts before writing or discussion. 

Ditch That Textbook An additional collection of Graphic Organizers.  
Driving Digital Learning An additional collection of Graphic Organizers. 

 
  

https://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/grammar/
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Writing Instruction 

Level 1  
Paragraph Frames 
Sentence Starters 
Scaffolding Tools 

Three resources, produced by academics for 
beginning writers. 

Make Beliefs Comics   Templates, prompts and ideas using comics as a 
way to stimulate writing and expression. 

NALA  Practise handwriting   
Level 2  
Driving Digital Learning   
Let’s Write Paragraphs 

Help with paragraph writing with slides and 
templates. 

Word-to-sentence-to-paragraph writing Low-Intermediate ESL Writing. 
Portland Community College  Complete Introductory Academic Writing Course 

 
From Paragraphs to Essays  
(adapted from the introductory course) 

Lessons cover basic, narrative, process, and 
compare/contrast essays. Plus a final unit 
devoted to editing and proofreading skills. 

Read Write Think A fillable editing checklist 
Level 3  

B.C. Open Collection   Building Blocks of Academic Writing 

LibreText Humanities Writing for Success – a writing textbook that 
covers a variety of topics incl: paragraph and 
essay writing, grammar and tips for English 
language learners.  

Simon Fraser University Templates for structuring an essay argument   
 

Excelsior Online Writing Lab A comprehensive open educational course for 
college-level writing.  

 

Mathematics and Numeracy 

Level 1  

Valbec 
Australian Adult Numeracy 

A resource to help learners gain fundamental 
mathematics skills and concepts using 
everyday applications. 

 B.C Open Collection  Fundamental Math Books 

 NWT Literacy Council: Simple Math  Everyday Math Skills Workbook 

SABES Beginning Curriculum for Adults Learning Math. 
Math Activities & Games  

https://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/
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Math Visuals An amazing collection of videos to help 
students of all ages visualize foundational math 
concepts and strategies. 

Geogebra A collection of elementary math resources incl: 
manipulatives to learn math concepts in a fun 
and interactive way. 

Open Middle An incredible source of math problems that can 
be searched by topic and/or grade level K-12. 

Level 2  

Literacy Minnesota Foundational Math and Numeracy Slides. 

 Dartmouth Learning Network Moving On Up. Online math modules. 

 B.C Open Collection: Book 4: Decimals and Measurement. Book 5: 
Fractions. Book 6: Ratio, Rate, Proportion, 
Percent and Statistics. 

Teacher Led (was in the old AP list!) Free Manipulatives & Games. 
That Quiz Math practice activities that could be used by 

adult learners at any level, not just Level 2. 
Level 3  
University of Cambridge Math Games 

 

Numeracy in Everyday Life 

 NWT Literacy Home Math, Money Math & Kitchen Math 

 Prosper Canada 
 

- Help learners access the benefits they 
are entitled to 

- Introduce learners to the Canadian 
banking system 

-  
 

A one-stop shop for financial information, tools 
and learning resources. 

 Financial Consumer Agency of Canada Money management workshop to help young 
adults make smart financial decisions 

 Smart Saver Tools for parents who can save for their 
children's education. 

 C R A  Learn About Taxes 

 Bank Tutorials BMO, CIBC, HSBC, RBC, ScotiaBank & TD 

ABC Life Literacy (was in the old AP list!) Everyday Numbers 
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 Digital Resources 

 

Mobile devices 

Metro Toronto Movement for Literacy (MTML)  Smartphone Learning Modules 
Digitallearn  A comprehensive set of instructional materials 

supporting the use of mobile devices. 
ABC Life Literacy  
Connect for Learning 
Youth Teaching Adults 

A digital literacy program that offers free 
resources to those looking to improve their 
digital skills. 

 

Computer basics 

 Labour Education Centre Basic Digital Literacy. 

Learn My Way  Free, interactive online courses for beginners. 

Digitallearn Slide sets, handouts and activities.  

 NorQuest College A series of short videos designed to help students prepare 
for online learning. 

Montgomery County Public Library  
(It was in the old AP list! ) 

Computer Lab 
(Links no longer works but all PDFs downloaded) 

 

Internet 

Montgomery County Public Library 
Computer Lab   

Internet Search Basics. 
(Links no longer works but all PDFs downloaded) 

Ctrl-F Digital Media Literacy 

 NorQuest College Digital Literacy Course 

Mozilla Web Literacy Activities Web Literacy Core Curriculum 

Government of Canada  Cyber Safety 

SERENE-RISC Internet Use and Security Workshop 

Common Sense Education What is AI? What are AI Chatbots? What is ChatGPT? 

 
 

Productivity: Google & Microsoft 

Google Workspace  Applied Digital Skills 
Google Videos & Lessons 

Control Alt Achieve  Productivity Guides 

Driving Digital Learning  Google presentations and reference guides. 
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GCF Learn  Forty-seven videos available on a playlist 

 

Job Preparation & Hiring  

 

Workplace Culture & Communication 

 Centennial College 
 

Professionalism in the Workplace. Unspoken 
Rules, How to choose the right Career Path. 

 Kingston Literacy  Paving the Way to Lasting Employment 

 NWT Literacy Council  Career/Life/Work Series 

 Bow Valley Open Educational Resources  In the Workplace resources 

 Vancouver Public Library  Workplace Culture Guide 

 Lynda Goldman  Canadian Workplace Values 

 

 

Hiring and ATS 

 CBC Article Want a Job?  

Jobscan Resume Builder & Templates. Cover Letter Templates. How to 
Beat the ATS 

Indeed 
 

Job Search Stories, Career Paths, Top Interview Tips, Workplace 
Scenarios & Courses 

 Government of Canada Job Bank Career Planning Tools 

 

Sector and Job Specific Resources 

Southwest ABE Reading Skills for Healthcare Workers 

Medical Terms for Healthcare Professionals PDF Book available 
Explore the Trades  

 Skilled Trades  Explore the Trades Teacher Modules 

Small Business and Entrepreneurship  
Be Your Own Boss Real stories & videos. Small Business ownership. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpQQipWcxwt85bD079KkDtIJBMBwaU2TK
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Test and Exam Preparation 

Red Cross  Comprehensive Guide to First Aid and CPR  
First Aid App (Google and App Store) 

WHMIS 

 Canadian Centre for Occupational Health 
and Safety (CCOHS) 

 Worksafe New Brunswick 

Government websites. 

Health Canada Interactive Tool about Food Safety 

 Service New Brunswick  Driver’s Test. New Driver’s Handbook 

 Canadian Citizenship Government of Canada 

 Toronto Public Library Practise the Citizenship Test 

 Citizenship Counts  Ace the Test! 

 Manitoba Labour and Immigration  Citizenship Study Materials for Newcomers 

 Red Seal Program Sample Exam Preparation 

 

Empowering Learners 

 
Family Literacy 

 Saskatchewan Literacy Network Family Literacy Resources 

 Storybooks Canada Global Story Books that promote literacy and language 
learning. 

 Indigenous Story Books Free open educational resource that aims to develop 
books in several Indigenous languages in addition to 
English, French and commonly spoken newcomer 
languages. 

 

Civic Engagement and Voting 

 CIVIX Programs Focuses on the themes of elections, government budgets, elected 
representatives, digital media literacy and civic discourse. 

 Elections Canada  Learning Resources 

 Elections Ontario   Resource Centre (Not just applicable to Ontario!) 

 Vote Compass Explore how you fit in the political landscape 
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Rights and Taking Action 

David Suzuki Foundation 
 

Taking Action in Your Community, Volunteering, Making Everyday 
Choices at Home. 

Acorn Canada An independent national organization of low and moderate income 
people that focuses on awareness and advocacy. 

Workers Action Centre A” worker-based organization" that advocates to improve the 
working conditions of people in low-wage and unstable jobs. 

Worksafe New 
Brunswick 

Your Rights 

 

Educator Resources 

Teaching Literacy 

Bow Valley Education   Practical Guide to Teaching ESL learners 

Tertiary Education Commission (NZ) 

Three Guides: 

Supporting the Learning Progressions for Adult Literacy 
Teaching Adults to Read with Understanding 
Teaching Adults to Write to Communicate 

 Decoda Literacy Solutions Back to Basics 

Victoria State Government (AUS) (It 
was in the old AP list! ) 

Strategy-focused Teaching literacy toolkit) 

 Can Learn Society – Calgary Supporting Adults with Reading Challenges 

 

Teaching Math and Numeracy 

Critical Connections between Math and 
Numeracy by Dave Tout (AUS) 
 

Pdf report available. Linking math with everyday 
numeracy. 

Valbec  (AUS) 
Building Strength with Numeracy  

A resource that you can use to help learners gain 
fundamental mathematics skills and concepts using 
everyday applications 

Adult Numeracy Network Teaching resources for Adult Learners. 

 B.C. Campus Key Concepts of Intermediate Level Math 

Teaching Adults – A Math Resource Book 
(New Readers (Press) 

Videos to accompany the book. 
 

 Alberta School District Collection of math instructional activities 
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Modifying and Creating Materials 

Lexile measures Lexile Framework & Free Analyzer Tool 
Free Readability Tools:  
Calculate Your Words A simple readability tool without explanations or additional information. 

Paste your text into the space provided and you're done. An average 
readability  level from several analyses is provided. (This text has an 
average grade level equivalency of 13!) 

Analyze My Writing Also simple to use and contains some useful information 
about readability. Paste your text into the space provided and you're 
done. An average readability  level from several analyses is provided.  

Readability Formulas A comprehensive tool containing some additional explanations. It also 
allows you to upload files. 

Simplify texts for 
instruction and 
differentiation 

 

Vocabulary Analyzer  From the Lexical Tutor will highlight academic vocabulary and common 
words 

Rewordify This site will help you simplify difficult texts for instruction.  
The Hemingway App A plain language tool. It will highlight lengthy, complex sentences and 

common errors using colour coding. 
Reading Diversity A document to help you understand the importance of ensuring readers 

see themselves represented in texts.  

University of British 
Columbia 

A comprehensive list of open image collections that are also diverse 
and inclusive. 

N A L A This very useful guide describes the creation of readable, engaging and 
pedagogically sound learning materials. 

 

https://www.analyzemywriting.com/readability_indices.html
https://open.ubc.ca/inclusive-and-diverse-image-oer-repositories/
https://open.ubc.ca/inclusive-and-diverse-image-oer-repositories/

